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North Shore Choral Society 
Sunday, November 22nd, 2015 
Songs of Peace – Sing, Share, Inspire – for 80 years! 

 
Sharon R. Peterson, piano and organ 
Donald Chen, NSCS Former Music Director and Guest Conductor 
Faith Keady, Conducting Apprentice 
Kennette Benedict, Speaker 
 
 
Dona nobis pacem        Traditional  Round  
 
 
 
 
From journalist William Greider: 
 
If there is a mystical chord in democracy, it probably revolves around the notion 

that unexpected music can resonate from politics when people are pursuing 

questions larger than self… I have seen that ennobling effect in people many, many 

times— expressed by those who found themselves engaged in genuine acts of 

democratic expression, who claimed their right to define the larger destiny of their 

community, their nations.  

 
Gloria         Francis Poulenc  

I. Gloria 
II. Laudamus te 
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I’d like to read a brief poem by Denise Levertov entitled  

“Making Peace”  

A voice from the dark called out, 

"The poets must give us 

imagination of peace, to oust the intense, familiar 

imagination of disaster. Peace, not only 

the absence of war." 

 

But peace, like a poem, 

is not there ahead of itself, 

can't be imagined before it is made, 

can't be known except 

in the words of its making, 

grammar of justice, 

syntax of mutual aid. 

 

A feeling towards it, 

dimly sensing a rhythm, is all we have 

until we begin to utter its metaphors, 

learning them as we speak. 

 

A line of peace might appear 

if we restructured the sentence our lives are making, 

revoked its reaffirmation of profit and power, 

questioned our needs, allowed 

long pauses. . . . 
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A cadence of peace might balance its weight 

on that different fulcrum; peace, a presence, 

an energy field more intense than war, 

might pulse then, 

stanza by stanza into the world, 

each act of living 

one of its words, each word 

a vibration of light—facets 

of the forming crystal.  

          
 
 
 
Kyrie (Requiem for Peace)       Larry Nickel  
 NSCS Chamber Choir 
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Words from Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

We will not build a peaceful world by following a negative path. It is not enough to 

say "We must not wage war." It is necessary to love peace and sacrifice for it.  . . .  

 So we must fix our vision not merely on the negative expulsion of war, but 

upon the positive affirmation of peace. We must see that peace represents a 

sweeter music, a cosmic melody that is far superior to the discords of war. 

Somehow we must transform the dynamics of the world power struggle from 

the negative nuclear arms race, which no one can win, to a positive contest to 

harness man's creative genius for the purpose of making peace and prosperity 

a reality for all of the nations of the world. In short, we must shift the arms 

race into a "peace race". If we have the will and determination to mount such a 

peace offensive, we will unlock hitherto tightly sealed doors of hope and 

transform our imminent cosmic elegy into a psalm of creative fulfillment. 

 
Blessed Are the Men Who Fear Him (Elijah)     Felix Mendelssohn 
 Donald Chen, conductor (NSCS Music Director 1984-2009) 
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A brief poem by Maya Angelou--“Amazing Peace:  A Celebration” 
 
We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and Muslim, say come. 

Peace. 

Come and fill us and our world with your majesty. 

We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the Confucian, 

Implore you to stay awhile with us. 

So we may learn by your shimmering light 

How to look beyond complexion and see community. 

 

  

 

 
 
Even When God is Silent       Michael Horvitt  

Faith Keady, conductor 
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A passage from Martin Luther King’s Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech: 

 

I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral down 

a militaristic stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruction. I believe 

that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. 

This is why right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant.  

I believe that even amid today's mortar bursts and whining bullets, 

there is still hope for a brighter tomorrow. I believe that wounded justice, 

lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our nations, can be lifted from 

this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men.  

I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three 

meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and 

dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.  

I believe that what self-centered men have torn down men other-

centered can build up.  I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the 

altars of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and 

nonviolent redemptive good will proclaim the rule of the land.  

"And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and every man shall 

sit under his own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid."  

 
 
Have Ye Not Known/Ye Shall Have a Song (The Peaceable Kingdom)  

Randall Thompson   
 
 
God of the Nations (Pax vobis)     Karl Kroeger  

 
 
 
 

Intermission  
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From Paul Chappell of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and an Iraq war 
veteran:  

 
To replace the old paradigm of war with a new paradigm of waging peace, we 

must be pioneers who can push the boundaries of human understanding.  We 

must be doctors who can cure the virus of violence.  We must be soldiers of 

peace who can do more than preach to the choir.  And we must be artists who 

will make the world our masterpiece. 

 

 
Grant Us Peace        Stanley M. Hoffmann 
 
Peace Like a River       Spiritual, arr. Mack Wilberg 
 
Give Me Jesus      Spiritual, arr. Larry L. Fleming  
 

As Adam Clayton Powell said, 

So let us be strong. 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift. 
We have hard work to do, loads to life. 
Shun not the struggle that is God's gift. 
Be strong.  It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong. 
Nor how hard the battle goes, nor the night how long. 
Faint not, fight on. 
Tomorrow will come the dawn. 

 

And from a speech by Martin Luther King in August 1967 in Atlanta, Ga.  

When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds of despair, and when 

our nights become darker than a thousand midnights, let us remember that 

there is a creative force in this universe working to pull down the gigantic 

mountains of evil, a power that is able to make a way out of no way and 

transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows.  
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Let us realize that the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 

justice. Let us realize that William Cullen Bryant is right: "Truth, crushed to 

earth, will rise again." Let us go out realizing that the Bible is right: "Be not 

deceived. God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap." This is our hope for the future, and with this faith we will be able to sing 

in some not too distant tomorrow, with a cosmic past tense, "We have 

overcome! We have overcome! Deep in my heart, I did believe we would 

overcome."  

 We Shall Overcome      Spiritual, arr. Uzee Brown Jr. 
 
 
 
From Nobel Peace Laureate and Chicago leader Jane Addams: 

 

 We must also remember that peace has come to mean a larger thing. It is no 

longer merely absence of war, but the unfolding of life processes, which are 

making for a common development. Peace is not merely something to hold 

congresses about and to discuss as an abstract dogma. It has come to be a 

rising tide of moral feeling, which is slowly engulfing all pride of conquest and 

making war impossible. 

 
And from Michael Nagler, peace studies professor at the University of California, 
Berkeley: 
 
Peace awakens the deepest aspirations of the human spirit. 
  
  

 
Blue Green Hills of Earth (Missa Gaia)     Paul Winter  
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These words from writer and blogger, Jill MacCormack  (Global Chorus):  
 
It goes without saying that we are living in a time of tremendous social 

confusion and environmental discord.  This awareness can cause despair OR 

be viewed as grounds from which new ways of understanding and responding 

can emerge. Because right now, as you hear this, you are a living, breathing 

creature of a wondrous and beautifully interconnected web of life.  A web 

which holds us all in its balance and is capable of amazing resilience and 

regeneration if given the protection it requires to do so. 

 How can we facilitate this protection?  By choosing to live more gently 

in the complexity; by collectively moving towards a way of living, which is 

more mindful of the daily choices we make, we can better safeguard and share 

the world’s limited resources. 

  

 
 
And finally, from climate scientist, Melanie Fitzpatrick (Global Chorus): 
 
Physics reveals that all things are interconnected, from the galactic level to the 

sub-atomic.  And psychology shows connection is the essential ingredient for a 

sense of belonging and a sense of purpose.  We know connection to the Earth 

inspires wonder and awe.  In the words of Rachel Carson, “Those who 

contemplate the beauty of the Earth find reserves of strength that will endure 

as long as life lasts.” 

 

Earth Song         Frank Ticheli  
 
Dona Nobis Pacem      Johann Sebastian Bach 
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